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Pro-Goncalves
Communiques
Disavowed =
Portuguese Dissidents,

Appear to Win a Round

Portugvese President Costa Gomes Tast
night disavowed twc presidential com-
muniques issued earller yesterday that
had made it appear he was backing a con-
tinuation of the governmem of Prime
Minister Vasco Goncalves. Both com-
muniques were released by the Fifth Divi-
sion of the Armed Forces Gemeral Stall, |
the Communist-dominated propaganda |
and information service. ‘ i

The communiques could have been !
jsswed without the President’s authorizs- |
tion in a deliberate atiompt by the Com- |
munists to misiesd the public and to |
provide momentum to & tastditch effort |
10 scuttle the plans of the anti-communist
Antunes group and save Goncalves.

On the other hand, there were press |
reports during the weckend that the an- |
ti«Goncalves forces were split by a dis- |

1 agroement, and we cannot exclude the |
" possibitity that Custs Gomes avthorized |
the communiques in an effort to

_ aggravate divisions in the anti-communist |
camp. If 30, it would seem that the scheme |
has back(ired. !

The communiques wore carried by the

. officisl state radio and television before
they were retracted. They contained '
Jecisions sepposedly reached carlier at & '
mecting of the ruling threce-man direc-
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torate and other key military figures. The
communiques ssserted that:

o The headed by Gon-™
a'mmldeoﬂllunnnnhm

vy,
omlwdnimmwmld
be restructured. and the Armed Forces
General Amembly would determine
the fate of mine ami-communist of-''
. mmmwm
. lhdroppodmaloom
., & A new political program for m-

<mmqmuuwulm I

drawn up by officers cl the security:
rom-ndum-bﬂyulml

® The political program sepported
by the smiccommunist growp bod by
Major Mclo Antenes is énacceptable.

® Firm action would be taken by
military and paramilitary forces
against those' instigating anth-com-
. runiit incidents m thm
Sy, A
Toe! o’ eommdqu. soued nriy
yesterday ' morning, elicited & warm
tesponse from the Communists, from an
sltied perty, and from the Communist-
dominated trade union federstion. Yester-
d-ymulhcfnddm‘loﬂhtm
a swsransion of further broadcasts of both
the communiqee ndmmum
contents.

. The second communique, which provid-
td wdditional details of the decisions sup-
posedly reached st the high-level mesting.
was declared aull and void because it sup-
posedly was denwn -up and puﬂlid
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nowledge.
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Army Chief of Staf) Fabiso
even wore insistent In its demands for an
ond 10 the presess goversment,

Over the weekend, Army Chief of Stafl
Fabiso—who hes been selocted by the an-
ti-<communist group 1o replace Gon-
calves—imsved an outspoken communique
of his own that sounded very much like

vnudlonllypulcumnfwlm

agaisst Goncalves. Fabiso, in an indirect
criticism of the Prime Minister, raid it is
wrong 10 label those who criticize the

. tevolution as resctionaries. He said the

time has now come 10 correct the mis-
takes of the revolution. [N .




